According to the Decree of the USSR People's Commissars Council a Higher Educational Establishment was founded in Drohobych on April 15, 1940 as the Teacher's Training Institute which opened its door on September 1, 1940, comprising the History Department, Philological Department, Department of Physics and Mathematics with the full-time, evening and extra-mural forms of education. Only 8 to 10 professors were employed and about 670 students were receiving their education.

70 years of the existence of Drohobych Ivan Franko State Pedagogical University can be divided into several periods:

- the pre-war period;

- the post war years of the teacher training institute activities (1944-1952);

- the years of Drohobych Ivan Franko State Pedagogical Institute before the association with L’viv Pedagogical Institute (1952-1960) (In 1954 DSPU was named after Ivan Franko);

- from the association with L’viv Pedagogical Institute (1961) to the time when it received the status of Drohobych Ivan Franko State Pedagogical University (1998);

- Ivan Franko State Pedagogical University (1998-recent).
At first the position of the head of the Educational Establishment was called “director”. In 1960 the title of the rector was introduced, and it was held by such persons as:

Anatoliy Mykhaylovych Chernenko (19.07.1960-25.01.1967);
Volodymyr Pavlovych Chorniy (19.03.1968-15.03.1973);
Vasyl Fedorovych Nadim’yanov (26.03.1974-5.09.1988);
Valeriy Hryhorovych Skotnіy (26.01.1989-till nowadays).
Drohobych Ivan Franko State Pedagogical University developed dynamically and includes today the Institute of Physics, Mathematics and Informatics, 10 departments, such as: the Biology Department, Engineering and Pedagogical Department, History Department, Management and Marketing Department, Music Pedagogical Department, Pedagogical Department, Romance and Germanic Philology Department, Social and Humanities Department, Physical Department and Philological Department; the re-qualification and post graduate education center; 48 chairs; 792 teachers (372 with degrees and titles, among them 62 professors, doctors of science); about 10000 students are studying and trained in 50 professions and specializations. Pedagogical Lyceum is a separate structural department of the university. For many years almost all the graduates of Pedagogical Lyceum enter the Higher Educational Establishments in Ukraine and abroad.

The logistic base of the university includes twelve educational buildings, three hostels, a library, a gymnasium, a health resort, educational laboratories and workshops, sport-health camp “Smerichka” etc. There is also a publishing house.

During the whole period of its existence the university trained about 70000 teachers and other professionals.

Since 1998 till 2010 200 candidates and 27 doctoral theses were defended by the university staff. In the whole during the period of activity (1945-2010) 455 staff members became candidates of sciences, and 50 became doctors of sciences.
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Research work results in Drohobych State Pedagogical University from 1998 till 2010.
During the period from 1998 till 2010 about 15600 science and educational-methodical works, among them more than 260 monographs, 110 manuals, 2100 educational-methodical books and 13100 articles, thesis were published by the workers.

Fourteen scientific schools under the leadership of Boychuk V.I, Vynnytskіy B.V., Dzjubailo A.H., Zymomrya M.I., Kemіn V.P., Movchan V.S., Peleshchak R.M., Savchyn M.V., Skotnіy V.H., Tymoshenko L.V., Chepil M.M., Chernets M.V., Skotna N.V., Tsmots V.M. function successfully in our University.

In 2008 a specialized scientific board as to the thesis presenting for receiving the Humanities scientific degree by Higher Accreditation Board of Presidium resolution, since 2010 - Doctor Degree of the Humanities in two specializations.
Since 1992 the postgraduate study in 11specializations functions in our University, where in 2010 118 postgraduate students study. Since 2009 the Doctoral studies is established in two specializations. Professional and scientific works such as "Problems of the Humanities", "Human Studying Studios", ”Drohobych Regional Ethnography Studios", Studying Studios", periodical “The Youth and the Market".

Presentation and popularization of scientific and research work results for the last decade is made on 200 scientific conferences and symposiums of different levels.

Not only professors but also students are engaged in scientific research activities of different kinds, as a result we have 900 articles published in 1998. More than 100 students became winners of scientific and All Ukrainian competitions.

Due to thr achievements in scientific research work our University won the second place among Ukrainian Pedagogical Universities and was among 35 Higher Educational Establishments of the Ministry of the state certification results of Higher Educational Establishments III-IV accreditation levels in scientific and scientific technical activities held by the Ukrainian Ministry of Education.

University artistic activity is rather varied. There are such artistic groups as winners of International and All Ukrainian contests distinguished choir “Gaudeamus”, men choir "Drohobych Boyan”, vocal choreographic ensemble “Prolisok”, distinguished instrumental ensemble “Namysto”, Chamber choir, vocal instrumental ensemble "Perehrestya”, bandura players ensemble.

Competitors of such groups introduced Ukrainian musical art in Ukraine as well as in 25 European countries, particularly: England, Northern Ireland, Greece, Italy, Portugal, the Netherlands, Spain, Austria, Slovakia, France, Hungary, Poland, Latvia etc. For the last decades 1000 musical and choreographic concerts were held in 250 cities. 30 students of our University became winners of 35 International and All Ukrainian competitions.

Sport and tourist recreational activities take considerable place in our University. There are a lot of sportsmen of high level. During 2000-2010 we have Honored Master of Sports (Yaroslav Popovych – cyclesport); three Masters of Sports of International level (Volodymyr Bileka - cycling, Andriy Shevchuk, Nataliya Horodynska – kickboxing), 31 Masters, 16 candidates in Master of Sports.

Students of our University were participants of Olympic games in Athens (2004) and in Peking (2008) and became the winners of the World Championship and of Europe (acrobatics, cycling and kickboxing). Since 2000-2010 15 students were participants of the National team. They won 9 golden, 2 silver, 6 bronze medals in Ukrainian Championship.

In the I League of the National Ukrainian Championship in mini-football sport club “Kamenyar” team is taking part during 9 years. The team in mini-football won several times in Polish Ukrainian competitions between students.

University teams in several kinds of sport became winners of Byelorussian-Polish-Ukrainian students competitions ( 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008). In “Universiada” Higher Educational Establishments of III-IV accreditation levels our sportsmen won 37 times in teams kinds of sport and 278 individual kinds of sport. 
Due to the collaboration between universities 20 persons received the Doctor Degree:

1. Stanislaw Dombrowski, Professor, Doctor hab., Rector of Higher Professional School (Legnica), Diploma № 001, Poland;
2. Emil Bricks, Doctor, Ambassador and the head of cultural-scientific department of Austrian International Affairs, Diploma № 002, Austria;
3. Blanka Jerabek, Professor, of Independent Ukrainian University in Munich, Diploma № 003, Germany;
4. Werner Korthaase, Doctor, the head of German International Community of Komenskyi, Diploma № 004, Germany;
5. Wladyslaw Panas, Professor, Doctor hab., the head of the Theory of Literature department in Lublin Catholic University, Diploma № 005, Poland;
6. Wlodymiezh Bonusiak, Professor, Doctor hab., Rector of Zheshuw University, Director of Polish Recent History Institute, Diploma № 006, Poland;
7. Andzhey Krynski, priest-professor, Doctor, Rector of Bertoi University, Diploma № 007, Cameroon;
8. Mykola Shkil, Professor, Academician of Ukrainian Academy of Pedagogical Studies, (Kyiv), Diploma № 008, Ukraine;
9. Marek Opielak, Professor, Doctor hab., Rector of Lublin Polytechnics, Diploma № 009, Poland;
10. Peter Steiger, Professor, Doctor, Innsbruck University and Pedagogic Academy, Diploma № 010, Austria;
11. Volodymyr Ivanov Omskyi, Professor, Doctor, Yoffe Physico-Technical Institute of Russian Academy of Sciences, Diploma № 011, Russia;
12. Mattias Kramer, Professor, Doctor, Director of International Economy Institute (Cittau), Diploma № 012, Germany;
13. Aime Caekelbergh, Professor, President of International non-governmental organization “DISOP” (Brussels), Diploma № 013, Belgium;
14. Jeff Armstrong, Doctor, President of Muscateen Community College, Diploma № 014, USA;
15. Roman Fedan, Professor, Doctor hab., Rector of B. Markevich State Higher Professional School (Yaroslaw), Diploma № 015, Poland;
16. Henryk Gmiterek, Professor, Doctor hab., Dean of the Humanitarian Department at Lublin M. Curie-Sklodowska University (Lublin), Diploma № 016, Poland;

17. Mykola Mykhalchenko, Professor, Doctor, the head of Institute of Higher Education Academy of the Pedagogical Sciences Department (Kyiv), Diploma № 017, Ukraine;

18. Mykola Tkach, Professor, Doctor, the head of the Theoretical Physics Chair at Chernivtsi National University, Academician of the Academy of Higher School, Diploma № 018, Ukraine;

19. Adam Zelinski, Professor, Doctor, scientist and public man, Diploma № 019, Austria;

20. Oleksandr Cherednychenko, Professor, Doctor, vice-president of the Ukrainian Academy of Higher School (Kyiv), Diploma № 020, Ukraine.

International relationship of the University created a space for active perception of modern Europe and became open for everyone, from professor to student. The University has partner relations with 27 educational establishments and institutes in such 8 countries as: Poland, the USA, Germany, Austria, Cameroon, Belorussia, Russia, Belgium. The cooperation with these Universities means: the interchange of students and professors, common scientific researches and conferences, published selections of scientific works, sports competitions, etc. The International Bruno Shults Festival is held for the forth in Ukraine. There is Ukraine-Belgium Ecology and Healthcare Centre, its cofounders are the Biological faculty and International "Non-governmental Organization “DISOP”. Almost 500 international relationship actions took place during the period from 2005 to 2010.

The above information describes a diverse highly efficient activity of the University staff. However, the main wealth are the people, creative, intelligent, self-denying, hardworking, initiative, no matter if it is the rector of the University or any member of the educational and technical personnel. Many expectations are set upon students who study well and are ready to serve the Motherland.

